
The Imperial Entomological Conference
Under government auspices the Imperial Entomological

Conference, consisting of delegates from various parts of the
British Empire, has met in London. The subjects for dis¬
cussion were mainly economic: "Legislation in Regard to
Plant Pests in the British Empire," "Cotton Pests," "Organ¬
ization of Entomological Work in the Sudan," "The Educa¬
tion of Economic Entomologists," "The Tsetse-Fly Problem,"
"Resistance of Plants to Insect Attacks," "Insect Pests of
British Guiana," "Insect Pests of Trinidad," "Artificial
versus Natural Methods of Control of Insect Pests," and
"Insects in Relation to Afforestation" The conference has
arisen in connection with the Imperial Bureau of Entomology,
which was founded by the Colonial Office at the beginning of
the century. It was decided that representatives from all
places where economic entomology is studied should be
invited to attend a periodic meeting in London. The bureau
is financed by the various governments, who contribute
annually sums of money ranging from $2,500 a year from the
home government, Canada, India and Nigeria, down to $125
a year from the Seychelles and Newfoundland, and $100 from
Malta.

The bureau issues two quite important publications. The
first is the Review of Applied Entomology,- a monthly peri¬
odical divided into Series A and B, the former dealing with
plant injuries caused by insects, the latter with insects harm¬
ful to man and domestic animals. This review contains
abstracts from current literature from all parts of the world,
and forms a very complete survey of applied entomology
throughout the world. By it, medical officers, veterinary
surgeons and entomologists in the remotest outposts of the
empire are informed of the latest developments in their
subjects. The bureau also publishes the Bulletin of Entomo¬
logical Research. This consists largely of papers founded on

the material sent home from the numerous collectors, and'
papers, chiefly of a systematic and bionomic character, con¬

tributed by various zoologists and other investigators. Per¬
haps the most important work the bureau undertakes is the
identification of insects. This is a colossal task. Since 1913,
no fewer than 1,218 collections have been received, compris¬
ing more than 300,000 insects, of which about one third were

blood sucking, and the number of specific identifications
involved has amounted to more than 20,000. Most of this
work has been done by the staff, but various experts have
been from time to time called in and have readily given their
special knowledge to the bureau. Named collections of
injurious insects have been sent out to nearly forty different
institutions. Further, much progress has been made in the
preparation of a catalogue of plant pests throughout the
world. Another duty the bureau has undertaken is to train
young entomologists for work in the field—mainly in the
American field—and this they have been able to do through
the generosity of the late Mr. Andrew Carnegie. The bureau
has also sent out special expeditions dealing with such sub¬
jects as the habits and distribution of the tsetse-fly, which
conveys sleeping sickness, blood-sucking flies of the family
Tabanidae (horse-flies, or gadflies), and the occurrence of
Stegomyia in the East, which, owing to the opening of the
Panama Canal, may become a danger to eastern Asia, as this
mosquito is a carrier of yellow fever.

Anthrax in the Navy
At the recent Brussels conference on public health, Surg.'-

Capt. Bassett Smith read an interesting paper on the occur¬

rence of anthrax in shaving brushes. He pointed out that
owing to the war the supply of shaving brushes was cut off.
Previously manufacturers realized the importance of not
making brushes from hair derived from Russian, Japanese
or Chinese sources, as the hair from these countries was

infected with anthrax in a large proportion of cases. Some
of the small manufacturers starting during the war to manu¬

facture brushes in England, being ignorant of this danger,
used the Chinese source of supply. The result was that a
number of anthrax-infected brushes were now on the market.
Six cases occurred in the navy, with four deaths. Those who
died showed marked cerebral symptoms, and were diagnosed
in the first instance as having "cerebrospinal fever" ; but the
anthrax bacillus was later recovered from the cerebrospinal
fluid.

The violent nature of the cases was perhaps due to
the original infection being on the face. Preventive measures
consisted in bactériologie examination of all samples of hair
or brushes, and rigid discarding of any consignment in which
even one infected brush is found. Routine sterilization of
brushes should also be carried out. In previous letters, cases
of anthrax in civil life due to the use of Japanese shaving
brushes have been reported, and the government has in con¬

sequence prohibited their importation.

MEXICO CITY
(From Our Regular Correspondent)

Aug. 15, 1920.
Plague and Yellow Fever

As far as plague is concerned, conditions are quite satis-
factory at Vera Cruz, since no new human cases have
occurred besides the fifty-eight already mentioned. At the
pesthouse there remain only four patients. The rat plague
epizootic is apparently decreasing, as few of the trapped ani-
mals are found infected by B. pestis. The president of the
department of public health has ordered the reopening of the
port, although some precautionary measures will still be
enforced, as the detention and examination of notoriously
unclean persons, who may carry fleas ; forbidding the taking
out of cats through Vera Cruz, as they might contain the
same parasites ; and declaring antiplague vaccination optional.
Ships must remain at a distance from the wharf, the cables
will be properly protected, and fumigation of shipholds will
be compulsory before leaving port. It has just been ordered
that all cellars must be made rat-proof in a month, and the
antirodent campaign will be continued indefinitely.

In the port of Tampico another case of plague was dis¬
covered two days ago. The campaign is being pushed in
order to prevent the spread of the disease.

As regards yellow fever, I cannot speak so favorably. The
disease has increased, and fifty-two cases with twelve deaths
have been reported up to yesterday. Possibly not all these
cases are real "fever," but the majority undoubtedly are.
There have occurred at Mérida two other cases of the same
disease and three in the port of Progreso. In view of the
alarming increase of the epidemic, the department of public
health ordered Dr. B. Vasconcelos to proceed to Vera Cruz
to make an inspection and report on the causes of the
reappearance and spread of yellow fever. As a result of his
report, energetic measures have been adopted. The personnel
in charge of the campaign at Vera Cruz was changed, and
Dr. Manuel Maclas, who was in charge of the work in Dr.
Licéaga's time, has again been made chief of this service.
An engineer has been sent to carry out the sanitary works
considered most urgent, and the number of sanitary inspec¬
tors has been increased in order to detect all patients and
water containers not properly protected. The number of
"oilers" has also been increased. In view of the fact that
yellow fever was eradicated twelve years ago, the people have
grown careless with regard to water containers, and a cam¬
paign of publicity will be carried out through the newspapers,
public lectures and films. Dr. Carl Michel of the U. S. Pub¬
lic Health Service has promised to obtain some appropriate
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films from his country. It has been advised to continue the
use of neo-arsphenamin in patients as it has given encourag¬
ing results, and the campaign will be intensified until the
epidemic is completely eradicated. It may be well to men¬
tion that the presence of yellow fever was confirmed not
only by purely clinical data, but also through infecting a

series of guinea-pigs with the patient's blood. In one of
these animals there was found in the blood and liver a

parasite, conforming to the characters of Noguchi's lepto-
spira, which, though not studied culturally thus far, is con¬

sidered identical. These identification studies have been car¬

ried out by Dr. Pedro Pérez Grovas, in charge of the plague
laboratory established recently.

The preparation of the bacterial vaccine tried by Noguchi
on guinea-pigs has been begun; and while no accurate infor¬
mation is available as to the results obtained on human
patients in Peru, it is hoped that it may be a powerful aid
against yellow fever. Some persons who had to visit the
infected port asked to be vaccinated, and for this purpose
there was employed a small quantity of vaccine that Noguchi
presented when he was last here.

Opium Traffic
The police seized in an express office more than 500 kg.

of "cooked" opium, received from Manzanillo and shipped
to a person with a fictitious name, who has not been iden¬
tified. This opium has an estimated value of 200,000 pesos
and has been placed at the disposal of the public health
department by orders of the president. It is assumed that
this opium was intended, as on previous occasions, to be
smuggled into the United States, as in this country there
are not many opium addicts.

New Scientific Society
There has been organized the Mexican Society of Biology

which for the time being will hold its meetings at the head¬
quarters of the National Academy of Medicine. The officers
of the association are: president, Dr. D. Fernando Ocaranza ;
treasurer, Dr. Eliseo Ramírez, and secretary, Dr. Isaac
Ocheterena. The society has ten charter members, practi¬
cally all physicians. The address is Av. del Brasil, No. 33,
Mexico.

Scientific Delegation to Latin America
Dr. D. Sebastián Recasens, a prominent Spanish physician,

and Dr. D. Florestán Aguilar, King Alphonso's dentist, are

planning a trip of cultural propaganda in Latin America,
during which they will visit Argentina, Chile, Mexico and
other countries on this hemisphere. At the same time they
will invite American physicians to attend the Spanish-
American Medical Congress that will meet in Seville, and
try to establish personal relations between Spanish and Latin
American physicians.

Personal
The /academy of Medicine has just received as a member

in the section of legal medicine Dr. F. Castillo Nájera, who
presented a thesis on hématologie investigations on the cada¬
ver, in order to determine whether traumatic lesions pre¬
sented by dead bodies were caused in vita or postmortem.
-Dr. Carl Michel has arrived from Vera Cruz for a con¬

ference with the head of the department of public health on

matters relating to sanitary conditions at the above men¬

tioned port. Dr. O. Gonzalez Fabela, who until recently was
in charge of the yellow fever campaign at Vera Cruz, arrived
with Dr. Michel.-Dr. Nicolas Remirez de Arellano has
resumed his functions as a member of the board of public
health. He had obtained this position many years ago in
open competition and was deprived of it by the previous
government. He had also been professor and dean of the
School of Medicine.

Marriages

Samuel H. James, Major, M. C, U. S. Army, Whipple
Barracks, Prescott, Ariz., to Miss Afra Myron of Glenwood,
Minn., recently.

George E. Pickett, Lieutenant, M. C, U. S. Army, to Miss
June D. Oglesby of Salt Lake City, at Washington, D. C,
August 19.

Rüssel David Bussdicker, Lieutenant, M. C, U. S. Navy,
Philadelphia, to Miss Lulu Blanche Gillis, at Kinsman, Ohio,
August 11.

Clarence M. Dargan, Beverly Hills, Chicago, to Miss
Madge Grove of Pontiac, 111., August 3.

Rowland W. Bachman, Allentown, Pa., to Miss Rose
Elizabeth Johnson of Easton, Pa., August 4.

John W. Wilce, Columbus, Ohio, to Miss Minerva W.
Conner of Cincinnati, August 2.

Deaths

Emil Heuel  New York; University of the City of New
York, 1883; aged 57; a member, secretary, vice president and
president of the American Electro-Therapeutic Association;
a Fellow of the New York Academy of Medicine; visiting
surgeon to St. Joseph's, St. Luke's and Polyclinic hospitals ;
Lieutenant, M. C, N. Y. N. G. ; a specialist in diseases of the
nose and throat; died, August 11.

Daniel J. Phelan  San Jose, Calif., formerly of New York;
Bellevue Hospital Medical College, 1895; a specialist in
pediatrics; aged 56; visiting physician to St. Luke's, St. Eli¬
zabeth's and Bellevue hospitals, who had been operated on
twice at the O'Connor Hospital, San Jose; died, August 9.

Thomas H. McKee ® Buffalo,  . Y.; University of Buffalo,
N. Y., 1898; aged 57; Major, M. C, U. S. Army, and dis¬
charged November 9, 1918; lecturer on surgical anatomy and
dean of the faculty of his alma mater; president of the Ros-
well Park Club; died, August 1, from pneumonia.

Kirby Curtis Garner, St. Louis; Beaumont Hospital Med¬
ical College, St. Louis, 1901 ; aged 41 ; a member of the
Missouri State Medical Association, died in the St. Louis
City Hospital, August 5, from injuries received in a collision
between his automobile and a motorcycle.

John Kenwood Dawson, Sterling, Colo.; Queens University,
Kingston, Ont., 1903 ; aged 45 ; a member of the Colorado
State Medical Society; a veteran of the war with Spain;
president of the Northeastern (Colo.) Medical Society in
1918; died, August 8, from heart disease.

Sherman Cooper, New York; New York Medical College,
New York, 1857; for sixty years a practitioner of Westfield,
N. J.; aged 87; surgeon of U. S. Volunteers during the Civil
War; died at the home of his daughter in New York,
August 9.

Henry Elsifer Mereness, Albany, N. Y. ; Albany ( . Y.)
Medical College, 1874; aged 71; a member of the Medical
Society of the State of New York; acting assistant surgeon,
U. S. P. H. Service since 1880; died, August 4, from heart
disease.

William Monroe Handleman, New York; Long Island Col¬
lege Hospital, Brooklyn, 1911; aged 30; Lieutenant, M. C,
U. S. Army, and discharged May 14, 1919; attending physi¬
cian to the Hebrew National Orphan Asylum; died, August 8.

Redfield Benjamin West, Guilford, Conn. ; University of
the City of New York, 1879; aged 72; a member of the
Connecticut State Medical Society, state chemist since 1893;
health officer of Guilford since 1897; died, July 12.

George David Heist ® Philadelphia ; Jefferson Medical
College, 1917; aged 35; Lieutenant, M. C, U. S. Army, and
discharged June 6, 1919; died in the Jewish Hospital, Phila¬
delphia, August 8, from cerebrospinal meningitis.

[unk] Indicates "Fellow" of the American Medical Association.
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